SECOND STAGE SHELTERS

CLOSING THE
HOUSING GAP

The lack of safe, affordable housing in Canada is
a huge barrier for survivors trying to leave their
abusers. Intimate partner violence is the leading
cause of women’s homelessness in Canada and
the US." Second stage shelters help prevent
homelessness by providing survivors with safe,
supportive transitional housing while also helping

them with their search for permanent housing.
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TYPES OF HOUSING SUPPORTS

1%

Housing search assistance

Discussions about tenant
rights and responsibilities

72%

Advocacy with landlords 63%

Other financial assistance
(emergency funds,
start up funds, etc.)

31%

167

Rent assistance

Other 15%

700/0 of second stage

shelters surveyed provide
housing supports for
residents. However, due to

lack of funding, only 2675

of surveyed shelters have a
dedicated housing worker to
do this important work.

ITSTIMETO
TAKE ACTION

Canada needs more social and

affordable housing units, while also

increasing the number of second stage
shelters for intimate partner violence

survivors who need more support.
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