

Addressing the Housing Crisis
<adapt for provincial or territorial stat>
Gender-based violence (GBV) is currently at epidemic-level rates across the country. On average, a woman or girl is killed every 2-3 days, most often by a current or former intimate partner. Across the country, shelters for women, children, and gender-diverse people fleeing violence are turning away almost 1,000 people every night due to lack of space. In a 2024 survey, WSC found that 97% of shelter respondents indicated that over the preceding 12 months, it had become harder to support survivors to find housing.
We call on the government to address the housing crisis and expand second stage and longer‑term options. Shelters cannot respond effectively to violence when survivors have nowhere safe and affordable to go after their stay. There is an urgent need to align housing policy and GBV policy through:
· Building at least 50,000 new rent‑geared‑to‑income social housing units per year over the next ten years, with priority given to those in core housing need and/or leaving violence, aligning with human rights-based national housing targets (Social Housing & Human Rights, 2024). 
· Designated targets and funding within federal, provincial, and territorial housing programs for second stage and longer‑term transitional housing, including in rural, remote, northern, and Indigenous communities. 
· Integrated shelter-to-housing pathways that include dedicated housing workers in shelters, formal partnerships with housing providers, and guaranteed access to a proportion of units for survivors exiting shelter, particularly in non‑market or affordable housing. 
· Income and benefits policies that support survivors to maintain housing after they leave shelter, such as enhancements to the GBV Housing Benefit, so that survivors are not forced to choose between leaving violence and becoming homeless.
<for individual organizations: include here about your experience affordable housing, such as turnaway rates, extending stays, etc.>
A recent Women’s Shelters Canada report (March 2026) found that, for emergency shelters, the average number of funded beds is 17.5, while the average number of operational beds is 21, meaning shelters are routinely operating above what is officially funded. A majority (64%) operate beyond even their funded capacity more than once a month. Among second stage shelters, the average number of funded units is 8.5 and the average number of units in operation is 10.5, meaning many are already using more units than they receive funding for. Many shelters operate regularly at or near this capacity and are forced to turn away survivors. Due to the housing crisis and deep affordability issues, survivors are staying longer in shelter, which keeps beds and units occupied and unavailable for new survivors. Although many organizations have maximum length of stay policies, 80% of emergency shelters and 65% of second stage shelters report extending stays, contributing to longer waitlists and higher turn away rates. 

Shelters play a key role in the continuum of services desperately needed by women and children fleeing violence to rebuild their lives. Shelters contribute much more than a safe place to stay. They provide life-saving services and resources that enable women and their children who have experienced abuse to recover from that violence, rebuild self-esteem, and take steps to regain a self-determined and independent life. More spaces are needed to continue to do this life-saving work.
<adapt to include why you are approaching this specific individual / department>
As the Minister of Housing and Infrastructure, you and your department are in a unique position to address the housing crisis and expand second stage and longer‑term options. 
<adapt below for your organization>
About Women’s Shelters Canada
Women’s Shelters Canada (WSC) is a national backbone organization uniting and amplifying the voices of shelter associations, shelters, transition houses, and second-stage housing providers across the country. We bring together 16 provincial and territorial shelter organizations and support over 600 shelters across the country for women and children fleeing violence. We work from a deeply feminist, intersectional, and justice-driven lens, connecting organizations, co-creating knowledge, and advocating for systemic change to end gender-based violence. WSC exists within a movement. Our work is powered by relationships: with our members, with survivors, and with partners across sectors who share a vision of safety, dignity, and equity for all women, trans, Two-Spirit, and non-binary people and their children. 
Contact Information 
Anuradha Dugal, Executive Director
adugal@endvaw.ca
613-680-5119 x 115
www.endvaw.ca
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