

Investing in Shelter Infrastructure to End Gender-Based Violence
<adapt for provincial or territorial stat>
Gender-based violence is currently at epidemic-level rates across the country. On average, a woman or girl is killed every 2-3 days, most often by a current or former intimate partner. Shelters for women, children, and gender-diverse people fleeing violence work tirelessly to ensure that the people they serve do not become statistics on femicide lists, but they are under-funded and under-resourced.
We are asking for sustained capital investment in safe, accessible, purpose‑built shelter infrastructure, especially in remote, northern, and Indigenous communities.
Women’s shelters are in crisis. The demands are outpacing capacity more and more each year, and rising costs of operating, declining donations, and funding instability are undermining their delivery of core operations. In a recent Women’s Shelters Canada report (March 2026), one of the key findings was: Aging infrastructure and uneven accessibility are among the most urgent and persistent challenges, particularly in remote, northern, and Indigenous shelters. 
The median year of shelter construction is 1981. Almost half (45%) of shelters require major repairs, and a further 31% require minor repairs. Among those needing repairs or renovations, 53% lack the required funds to undertake this work. Only 48% of shelters are generally accessible for survivors using a wheelchair or mobility device, and accessibility is markedly lower for Deaf or hard-of-hearing survivors and for blind or visually impaired survivors. Accessibility and infrastructure limits not only reduce capacity but can force shelters to turn away survivors with more complex accessibility needs or to place them in spaces that do not fully meet their needs, undermining safety, dignity, and inclusion.
There is a need for a coordinated, multi‑year infrastructure strategy for shelters that includes:
· Dedicated federal and provincial/territorial capital envelopes for VAW shelter infrastructure, with clear eligibility criteria for Indigenous‑led organizations.
· Prioritized investment in remote, northern, rural, and Indigenous shelters where infrastructure gaps are greatest, costs are higher, and access to trades and materials is limited.
· Funding streams that support both major repairs and renovations and the development of purpose‑built, universally designed shelters that incorporate accessibility, trauma‑informed design, and safety and security requirements from the outset.
· Explicit policy commitments to closing jurisdictional gaps that leave Indigenous shelters and on‑reserve facilities without equitable access to provincial/territorial capital dollars, including agreements that clarify federal‑provincial‑territorial roles and ensure Indigenous governance over design and implementation.
· Accessibility treated as core infrastructure, not a discretionary add‑on. Capital programs should explicitly fund accessibility retrofits (e.g., elevators, ramps, automatic doors, visual fire alarms, accessible bathrooms and bedrooms, and accessible communication systems) and critical safety and security measures (e.g., reinforced doors and windows, secure entries, panic alarms, and exterior lighting), and provide adequate funds for new builds to meet accessibility and safety standards.
<for individual organizations: include here whether your building requires renovations / is accessible>Investing in women’s shelters is fiscally responsible. Shelters prevent homelessness, reduce strain on police and healthcare systems, and support long-term recovery. Every dollar spent on shelter services saves public dollars in justice, health, and social assistance systems. The return on investment is not only financial but social and generational.

Targeted investment is needed for shelters and THs to address the disproportionate rates of GBV among different communities - particularly Indigenous women, racialized women, and women with disabilities – they need equitable, sustained, and culturally specific funding that is community-led and government-supported. To ensure that no one is turned away from safe shelter, ongoing funding is needed to ensure that shelters can continue to offer critical supports to those fleeing violence. 
<adapt to include why you are approaching this specific individual / department>
As the Minister of Housing and Infrastructure, you and your department are in a unique position to invest in shelter infrastructure through federal granting opportunities, prioritizing investment in remote, northern, rural, and Indigenous shelters. 
<adapt below for your organization>
About Women’s Shelters Canada
Women’s Shelters Canada (WSC) is a national backbone organization uniting and amplifying the voices of shelter associations, shelters, transition houses, and second-stage housing providers across the country. We bring together 16 provincial and territorial shelter organizations and support over 600 shelters across the country for women and children fleeing violence. We work from a deeply feminist, intersectional, and justice-driven lens, connecting organizations, co-creating knowledge, and advocating for systemic change to end gender-based violence. WSC exists within a movement. Our work is powered by relationships: with our members, with survivors, and with partners across sectors who share a vision of safety, dignity, and equity for all women, trans, Two-Spirit, and non-binary people and their children. 
Contact Information 
Anuradha Dugal, Executive Director
adugal@endvaw.ca
613-680-5119 x 115
www.endvaw.ca
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